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By Electronic Filing 

May 7, 2008 

Ms. Kimberly D. Bose 
Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC  20426 
 

 

 
Re: Supplement to Application (Resource Reports 2 and 10  
 and Application Exhibit Z) and Response to Public Comment 
 Floridian Natural Gas Storage Company, LLC 
 FERC Docket No. CP08-13-000  
 
Dear Ms. Bose: 

In connection with the Application of Floridian Natural Gas Storage Company, LLC ("FGS”) for 
a certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct, own and operate a new natural gas 
storage facility filed on October 31, 2007 (the “Application”) in the above-referenced docket, 
FGS hereby advises FERC of an important milestone for the FGS Project that has been achieved 
and submits supplemental material. 

The important milestone for the FGS Project is the affirmative four-to-one vote of the 
Commissioners of Martin County at their meeting held on May 6, 2008 to approve FGS’s 
application to Martin County.  That application was submitted to FERC with FGS’s Application 
as Appendix 2-H to Resource Report 2 (in Volume II-H of the Application). 

In addition, FGS submits the following. 

First, by letter dated April 23, 2008, attached hereto, Nicki van Vonno, AICP, Growth 
Management Director for Martin County, Florida addressed a suggested alternative for siting the 
FGS Project in agricultural land use areas near the proposed project site.  This submission may 
be considered an addition to a new Appendix 10-A to Resource Report 10 (in Volume II-E of the 
Application) or a response to a public comment suggesting this alternative siting that was made 
at the April 16, 2008 FERC public meeting on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement issued 
on March 21, 2008(see FGS’s Supplement-Response to Public Comment filed April 25, 2008). 

Second, in connection with FGS’s application to Martin County, submitted with the Application 
as Appendix 2-H to Resource Report 2 (in Volume II-H of the Application), the Martin County 
Local Planning Agency held a public meeting on January 10, 2008.  Attached hereto is an 
unofficial transcript of the public comments on the FGS Project made at that meeting.  A video 
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recording of the meeting concerning the FGS Project will be submitted to FERC in a separate 
filing. 

Third, FGS supplements Exhibit Z to the Application with the following additional letters of 
support for the FGS Project which are attached hereto as Supplement to Exhibit Z: 

12. State of Florida Division of Emergency Management 
 February 27, 2008 

13. Indiantown Western Martin County Chamber of Commerce 
 April 9, 2008 

14. Business Development Board of Martin County 
 April 17, 2008 

15. Sister Teresa Auad, O. P. 
 April 18, 2008 

16. Catherine Deninger 
 April 30, 2008 

FGS’s submission contains only Public material and FGS is making this filing electronically.  
Electronic copies of this filing are being sent by email to all parties to this proceeding, as well as 
to the persons identified below. 

If you have any questions about any of these submissions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
(202) 420-2745 or Beth Webb at (202) 420-4782. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ Joan M. Darby   
Joan M. Darby 
(202) 420-2745    
darbyj@dicksteinshapiro.com 
 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc: All Parties 
 Sheila Hernandez, FERC 
 Charles Brown, FERC 
 David Blaha, ERM 
 Tim Gray, Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
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 John Wrublik, US Fish and Wildlife Service 
 Ted Walden, US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 
 Eric Reusch, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 Tom Colios, South Florida Water Management District 
 Joseph Walsh, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Letter dated April 23, 2008 from  
Nicki van Vonno, AICP, 

Growth Management Director 
for Martin County, Florida 







 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Unofficial Transcript of the January 10, 2008 
Public Meeting of the Martin County Local Planning Agency 



 

 

Unofficial transcript of Floridian Natural Gas Storage 
Company public comment at Martin County Local Planning 

Agency meeting on January 10, 2008 
 
 
Scott Watson, Chairman of Indiantown-Western Martin County 
Chamber of Commerce:  I’m very happy to be here tonight.  I’m here to tell you 
that the chamber wholeheartedly supports this project.  We want it.  It’s a clean industry.  
It’s an industry that’s needed.  Florida badly needs natural gas storage capacity.  This 
project is going to provide hundreds of jobs during its three-year construction phase and I 
don’t think I have to tell anybody right now how badly we need jobs.  For your 
information, one of the major employers in Indiantown which was a roof tile 
manufacturing company just closed down its plant.  We lost 70 jobs in Indiantown, that 
was just this past month.  The best part of all about this thing is that this is going to be a 
tax paying machine -- $2 million-plus to the tax base every year.  It’s a clean industry.  
We really, really want it.  We really, really need it and we ask for your support tonight to 
pass this and move forward.   
 
 
Dennis Armstrong:  I began working with the folks from Ameristeel back in 1995 to 
bring this premier industrial site in Martin County to the market.  As you have heard from 
Brad in his presentation, it is an EPA Superfund site, so, needless to say, there were a lot 
of hurdles to get through to finally be able to put it on the market.  We finally passed all 
those though and we were able to put it on the market but, as you can imagine, there are a 
lot of criteria that have to be met and there are a lot of people who were interested in this 
site that just wouldn’t fit the EPA requirements.  We were fortunate enough, though, to 
find this group that seems like an ideal fit because of the proximity to gas lines that are 
there to feed the FPL plant.  I’ve had the opportunity to work with Brad and Dave here 
for the last year-and-one-half, I really think they are a great asset for our community.  
They’ve really stepped up to the plate and tried to become involved in Martin County.  
The folks from Ameristeel are very supportive of this project.  They have spent an excess 
of $15 million of their own money to clean up the site, even though it’s an EPA site.  
They’ve never taken a dime from the federal government.  They’ve done all the clean-up 
work there themselves.  I think you’ve seen some information about what they 
(Ameristeel) pay in taxes because of it being an EPA site, so the move to this use will be 
a great enhancement. 
 
 
Rick Rhodes:  Having been born and raised here in Martin County, a lifelong resident 
for 43 years, I couldn’t see a better place to put this plant – out west, industrial area, 
former Superfund site that I’ve seen sit there for 20-plus years idle before they were able 
to clean it up.  I think it’s a great place for it and I would support moving forward with 
that. 
 



 

 

Brian Powers:  It’s hard to beat what’s already been said but I just want to reiterate 
again how important it is to us as a community.  Scott said at a time when we have lost 
some jobs but, more than anything, as a community that’s lived with this eyesore for 
quite a while, we’re excited about the opportunity of having a clean industry that’s going 
to be contributory as opposed to having it sit fallow.  So that’s the general interest of our 
support and we are glad to see it as well.  
 
 
Shawn Keil, Executive Director of the YMCA Indiantown:  Brad and Dave 
of Floridian Gas have been wonderful for the YMCA.  I also serve as a Trustee for the 
Chamber of Western Martin County and I am in full agreement with Scott Watson. But I 
also want to speak on behalf of the 500-plus families we serve each year in Indiantown 
and some of the struggles they are up against.  Floridian Gas stepped up and helped us 
create a program during our summer camp last summer and it was wonderful.  It was 
called “Why You Matter” and involved a lot of the community leaders, getting them 
involved with our 10 to 13 year old age group.  Also they are helping out with a 
sponsorship of our t-ball program that we are currently running.  I’d love to see Brad and 
Dave and Floridian Gas here in Indiantown and I welcome them.   
 
 
Art Matson:  I am on the NAC and chamber and whatnot but I’d like to speak to you 
as a private citizen.  One thing that they have done is come out anytime anybody had a 
question.  They’ll have a meeting, explain everything thoroughly in detail, answer any 
questions that anybody has – so there is really no reason in the world that anybody in 
Indiantown should have a question about what’s going on.  They’ve had several public 
meetings.  I live in Indianwood and they’ve been out there to see the residents of 
Indianwood and so far have seen no major objections to this project.  Most of the people 
are very happy to see it coming.  I was very tickled to see that they spent $15,000 to find 
out they were not in a tsunami zone.  I mean, that’s a big thing.  But anyway, I just hope 
this is approved because I think Indiantown needs it and I think everybody in Indiantown 
is looking forward to its arrival.   
 
 
Tammy Simoneau, Executive Director of the Economic Council:  I have 
to agree with the previous speakers, I couldn’t think of a better business to put on a 
Superfund site, it’s just perfect.  But before I get started, let me personally thank Dave 
and Brad.  The fact that they are willing to make a $300 million investment in our 
community at this time is just phenomenal and I think we should do everything we 
possibly can to help them.  I’m going to kind-of give Brad’s presentation because I think 
the same way he does.  The first question I would ask is, “Is it safe?” and he pointed out 
to us, of course it is.  It has double steel tanks, concrete shell, the added safety of a dike 
surrounded by the green buffer belt to ensure the safety.  And, the fact that it’s stored in 
the liquid form – not explosive, can’t burn.  The gas offers no danger whatsoever, it’ll 
disperse into the atmosphere, sounds great.  I know you guys always look for public 
benefit.  As he pointed out, Florida’s the only state in this region that has no gas storage 
and, with the hurricane history in Florida (not to mention our own Martin County 



 

 

history), we would be better prepared in a crisis.  Not only will we have gas available but 
having the storage right here means we don’t have to pay the increased prices that Brad 
mentioned.  I don’t know that he did mention, but if there is an emergency, having that 
storage here provides enough power to generate for two million homes for 20 days – 
that’s pretty awesome.  They actually took the liberty to go to FAU and have this 
feasibility on the financials, it’s really impressive.  According to FAU’s Center for Urban 
Environmental, FGS will result in the expenditures in excess of 300 million in Martin 
County over the five-year development/construction period.  As FAU points out, as 
workers spend their income in the county to the local suppliers, it increases their sales.  
When the sales are increased, other jobs are created – like additional restaurants or 
cleaners or landscaper and retailers.  This growth increases the total production in the 
county by a half billion dollars, those are FAU’s numbers.  That’s the indirect income.  
The direct income that we pointed out is the 350 jobs during the construction phase – 
that’s almost $40 million in labor earnings in Martin County.  After the construction 
phase, they mention 25 to 30 more jobs will be created in the operational.  In big picture, 
this is adding more than 2000 jobs in 08/09 and more and 1000 jobs in 2010.  Simply 
stated, the secondary impacts of this project will increase the payroll more than 70 
million in 08/09 and 40 million in 2010.  These aren’t just ordinary jobs, these jobs will 
pay 20% over the current wages.  For instance, the average wage in Indiantown is 32,500; 
here in Martin County, it’s 34,500.  These jobs are 42,500.  This is greatly needed for 
Indiantown and Martin County.  I can’t remember when a major project has offered such 
significant economic impacts to Martin County.  Let’s make something great happen, 
please vote yes.   
 
 
Aionie Millan, Business Development for Snelling Staffing:  I know we’ve 
touched on it a few times tonight – how it’s going to have such a great economic impact 
on the job market in the local area – so, I just wanted to say that again.  It’s very sad to 
see how many people come into our company every day looking for employment and it’s 
good to see a company like this provide so many different jobs.  They are also thinking 
about providing a training program for residents to train as welders and things like that – 
which a lot of the local residents don’t have those skill sets.  So, it’s going to be a great 
asset to the local residents and I think it’s a great idea.   
 
 
Sandy Zweben, Local Planning Agency Member:  I think it’s the right place, 
it’s the right time, it’s a home run for Indiantown and a home run for Martin County and I 
would definitely vote for it.   



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Supplement to Exhibit Z to the Application: 
Additional Letters of Support 
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SUPPLEMENT TO 

EXHIBIT Z 

ADDITIONAL LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
 

 
12. State of Florida Division of Emergency Management 
 February 27, 2008 
 
13. Indiantown Western Martin County Chamber of Commerce 
 April 9, 2008 
 
14. Business Development Board of Martin County 
 April 17, 2008 
 
15. Sister Teresa Auad, O. P. 
 April 18, 2008 
 
16. Catherine Deninger 
 April 30, 2008 
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February 27, 2008 
 
Brad Williams 
David Sharp 
Floridian Natural Gas Storage Company 
1000 Louisiana Street 
Suite 4361 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
Dear Mr. Williams and Mr. Sharp: 
 

Congratulations on the progress that Floridian Natural Gas Storage Company is 
making to bring the first market area natural gas storage facility to the State of Florida.  
Thank you for bringing your project to our attention and for your continued work with our 
team to ensure that Florida has increased capabilities to respond and recover from 
disasters on behalf of the residents of the State of Florida. 

 
As you know, our mission is to ensure that Florida is prepared to respond to 

emergencies, recover from them, and mitigate against their impacts. The rapidly 
increasing demand for natural gas may create greater risks for Florida and we 
recognize that power generation and local distribution companies will be more 
vulnerable to supply interruptions in the coming years.  Natural gas storage is one well 
tested tool to mitigate those risks which compliments existing and new pipeline capacity 
into the State.  From a system reliability, supply security, and infrastructure standpoint, 
we believe it is important that the state have increased resources to aid in disaster 
preparedness planning and that provide high daily deliverability during emergencies  

 
We support and applaud your specific efforts and encourage participation by 

Florida companies in your project, as well as in all natural gas storage projects.   
 

 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Craig Fugate, Director 
Division of Emergency Management 
 

 
cc: The Honorable Charlie Crist, Governor, State of Florida 
 The Honorable Ken Pruitt, President, Florida Senate 
 The Honorable Marco Rubio, Speaker, Florida House of Representatives 



 
 

 










